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THOUGHT
WARS

One thing is certain about
the emerging subculture of
self-described mind-control
victims: Their agony is real
By SHARON WEINBERGER
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A COMMUNITY OF PEOPLE WHO

ETHE GOVERNMENT IS BEAMING VOICES INTO THEIR

CRAZY. BUT THE PENTAGON HAS PURSUED

THAT CAN DO JUST THAT. By SHARON WEINBERGER

IF HARLAN G1HJ5.FID IS CRAZY, HE DOESN'T ACT THE PART. He is sanding just where be said be

would be, below the Philad ":.;:;.' train station’s World War 1T memonal — a soaring statue of 2

winged angel embracing 2 fallen « as if '.5::.‘5:;; him o heaven. Girard is wearing
ncfers and a aisp blue button- down. He looks

2y — 2 local businessman with 2 wi ickedly dark

sense of humor, which had become apparents when he 5:..:1 1o look for him beneath “the 2ngel

""“‘\'-:d khaki pants. ':J.L"'CI—‘-
ke 2 M. businsssman dressed

sodomizing 2 dead soldier” Ar 7o, he appears robust and hezlthy — not the dighrea bir
disheveled or vnusnal-dookine. He is also ..r'\,..g.a bas.

Girard's descripsion of oodf s mamer-of-fact, until he axplains whart's in the bag: docu-
ments he believes prove thar the government is aizempang o control his mind. He carries that

bl .=:"-:. weatherad ‘L‘ cverywhere he goss. “Every time | go out. I'm prepared w come home and
i =E
h_" acide, Girard appears intelligent and coherent. Ar 2 wble in front of

L...;_LLI\_--\.-.-'—“_

n Statiod, (_ rard opens the bag and pulls cur 2 Harlan Girand ralies

ﬂ. lshelad 2nd u-—:d with yellow sticky notes the befievers at a
bﬂ.“"‘.: r'_n block princ. 1 he documents are an anrhenric-looking mix of nrws  gathering oo the
stoncs, articks culled f:cr —":.‘::.-.' journals and oven some declessified nanonal Ml la Jene.
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“IF YOU GO TO THE

POLICE AND S5AY,

HEARING VOICES, THEY RE GOING TO LOCKk
HARLAN GIRARD.

YOU UP,” SAYS

. Dennis Enonich {D-Ohio) o ban
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HAT DIS
SCRIBED AS

| them \‘D-’..I.I"‘ “..'."..‘.'._" SeTCE ..-.-n.-*J--
and you df_‘"[ WanI [ WTic J..""-"';I""‘"—" ImCOST

r.‘.".:ﬁ'_'...: d‘..""-.‘L oTenr el

with physical

realiry:. Then el themn emcdy what has hap
Girard went znd E:;u. some rodi

Liin come of the thines he was descnibing
= [IPSS D WS ESCTIOINE

tary explanations of how

l_;.\:- ., | must come to the point, because

nine 0 me s not soence fonon.
He got the same response from friends, be sys. “They reganded

me 25 crary which is 2 ;-."_'“""v.:c:w._-.:c'}.,.

When aderd why he didn't consulr a docror about the volces 2nd
ng to people becase of the

the pain, he savs, *T doat dare stant
poteniial siema of it all. | doalt war
I was in Philad ddphta Something

. I know somehody’s doing s-::._.v:t"_.._. W m
e, be says, but he was derermined,
and he persevered. In ::;-\1. the sarme vear he finichad his c';:‘:“

25 ooing 0N T -
g was going on, [ doa't know

doctors . .

Fr was 2 o .w:_ to grach

father died, kesving Girasd 2n \ inhesitance birpe enough thar b

not ke o “-,-.,4-'-

S0, mstead of bocoming t, Garard began a
rvestizarion of what was __?_._t._,_.._: o B, ofien o

1 pussuit of govermnment df-r'"‘*“* relas

155 be-
hief: Girard kamied dhar in dhe 19505, the L].-*L bead drusgged worwiring
vicims with LSD = part of 2 roguee mind control experdment called
ME-ULTRA He came scross references 1o the (A seekine to i
ence the mind with decrromeenenc helds. Then he found references
cademic peseanch book o wodk that mil
h:-"\_ 1_":':'.:: Institute of Research had done in :
i woeds thar 2 sibsery woold hear in his

head. F swhere, ".e Came 2cTres Feferrnors I amemps W use doooo-
magneric enerpy, sound waves of micowave bams o
lethal pain w the body: For every symprom be expenienced, |

belicved he found referencss w 2 weapon dat could

| cause e

20 Do Sarkingon Post Wagesior | sovisss 12 2000

BLOCK EMF WEB SITE,
SGUISED AS A RE( ULAR BASEBALL L_%l-’ IS

ATINFOIL

{ART AND SUBTLE.

Abows, Tl 2t 2 mind
costrol rally in
...i San Diego in April

How moch of the psearch Girard
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5 1.:0'1:‘.;1".: o :l...lb_
the Penason, at the behest of o
ject Pandora, top-secret research to explore the behawi

- " e
biological effects of low-level :':..':n:r-'r.;'-'n:ﬂ. For approximarely

IOWUr years the "'C""E;C""‘: cond

!'.'.'._'"" e o

P‘...'\.O.a. cnded in g

so-glled non-therm

7O,
3l microwave effeces
lezss in the undassfiad realm.

Bor chere arr = of ongoing rescarch: An acedemic
wriren for the Air Foree in the mad-1990s mentions the kdea
weapon thar would use sound waves o seod word
bad. “The szl cm be 2 ‘mossec & [

n, of encourzce the ene
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Mind Games

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2&

scentists were able to transmit phrases into
the i'mdt of human suhjecre, alheir with

rrarginal incellicihiliny. Research appeared o
comtinue ar les through 2002. Where this
work has gone since &5 undear — the re-
scarch aborrory, ding desthicion, refusad
w disoss it or rdeese other matask.

The official U.S. Air Force position is
that thers 2re no non-thermal effects of
microwaves. Yet Dennis Bushnell, chief
scientist at NASAS Langley Research Center,
tagged microwave attacks against the human
besin as pars of fusore waskice in 2 2001 pre-
senranion m the Nanonal Defense Indnsaral

unlikdy w be repored in any unchassifiad
documents, he says.
Mearwhile. the militarys use of wespoos
that employ elecrromagnetic radizdon to
mpﬂhhnﬂ-bﬁnammdh
limirarions of such weapons. In 2001, the
Pentzgon deckessified one dermens of this re-
scarch: the Acive Denial Syszem, 2 weapon

that uses eecrromaeneric sadiarion 1o hear
skin and creare an ineense burning scnanon.

5o, yes, thee s wchnology destened w beam
painful invisible rays at bumans, but the
weapon sooms to Gl Gr short of what could
account for many of the Tls' symproms.
While irs exact range is casified, Doug Bes-
son, 2n expert in directed-energy weapons,
puts it at about 700 meters, and the beam
cannok penetrate a number of materials, axch
as aluminum. Considering the size of the
fillscale weapon, which resembles 2 saerdliee
dich, and irs operarional Emimnons, the abd-
ity of the government or amvone dse 1o shoot
beams 2t hundreds of people — on cier
streets, into their homes and while they travel
in cars and plines — s hevond improheble.
Bat. ghven the hisory of Americd’s don-
dectine ressarch, ir's rescnnsble o acoume
thar if the defense establishment conld
develop mind-control or long-disance my
weapons, it almost cerminly would. And,
once devdlopad, dhat they might be sssted
on innocent dvilers could not be categor-
Girard, for his part. believes these
weapons were not only devedoped bur were
abso tested on him more than 20 yesrs agn.
What would the government gain by
moeruring him?® Again, Girard found whar
he believed to be 2n explanarion, or ar least
a precedent During the Cold War, the gov-
emment conducred radiation experiments

cangazy 1 3007 DeBedtstePet Bogster 51



“ONE N

NIGHT A VOICE &

SAYS:

*MR. GIRARD,

= 8 § poYOU KNOW WHO WAS IN OUR STUDIO WITH
¥ ¥ US? THAT WAS GEORGE BUSH.””

on scores of unwiming victims, cssentially
using them as human guincs pigs. Girard
came o helieve that he. too, was 2 walking

L

Mo dhax Girard thinks his sedection was
wally mndom: He belicves he was targerad
because of 2 disparaging remuark he made

a Republican fundraiser shour George HWL
Bush in the early 1980 Larer, Ginard s2ys.
the woices confirmed his suspicon.

“One nighr [ was going o bad; the wusl
drivel was going on,” he says. “The constant
streamn of drivd. | was just zbout to go to
bed, and 2 voice sy "Mr. Giresd, do you
know who was in our stedio with us? Thar
was George Bush, vice president of the
Unieed Stz ™

GIRARD'S STORY, HOWEVER STRANGE,
reflerrs what Tls 2rmund the wordd reporc a
chance encounter with 2 government
apency or offical, followed by survelllance
and gang elking, and then, in many cases,
voices, and pain smiler to dectric shodks.
Some in the community heve eken it upon
themseves wo document 25 many cases a2
possible. One T1 from California con-
ducted about 50 interviews, narrowing the
symptoms down to several major araas:
“ringing in the ears,” “manipubition of body

pars,” hﬂ.nngm “pierang sensation
on skm “sinus problems™ and “sexnal
amds™ In fact, the T1 contmued, “many
report the scrsation of having their geniralia

Both male and female Tls report 2 vari-
ety of “amacks” 1o their soml organs. "My
testicles became so sore [ could barely
walk,” Girard cys of his early expeniences.
Oithers, however, report the attacks in the
form of sennal sumulaton, indueding one
T1 who daims he droppad out of the semi-
nary after constant muﬂlsumuhmnbm

Tls suffer from armacks to their cexnal or-
gans but are often embarrassed ro r2lk zhour
it with oursiders.

“Ir’s sporadic. you just never know

when it wll hap-p-r'l she savs. “A lot of

32 OorBedgeePost Mgt | sovtsT 18 To00

the women s1y ir's as soon as you ly down
in bed — thar’s when you would get hir
the worst. It happened to me as 1 was
driving, ar odd umes.”

Whar madc ber think it was an dectronic
amack 2nd not just in her head? “There was
no scxual attracion to 2 man when it would
happen. Thar's what was wrong. It &id nox
fed like 2 muscle spasm or wharever,” she
savs. W5 50. . . dazronic.”

GLORIA NAYLOR, A RENOWNED AFRICAN
AMERICAN WRITER, scams to defy many
of the szercotypes of someone who be-
lieves in mind control. A winner of the
Marional Book Award, Naylor is best
known for her 2cclaimed novel, The
Women of Brewster Place, which described
a group of women living in 2 poor urhan
neighborhood and was larer made into 2
miniserics by Oprzh Winfrey.

But in 2005, she published a lesser-
known work, 7996, 2 scmi-autoblographical
book desribing ha apencnce & 2 TL 71
didn’t wanr o tdl this story. I's going to
ke courage. Perhaps more courage than 1
posssss, but they've left me no alternarives,”
Maylor writes a2 the beginning of her book.
*I am in 2 berte for my mind. I <op now,
they'll have won, and T will lose myself.”
The book is coherent, if hard o bebeve. Ir's
ing how Jewish Asnerican agents were re-
sponsible for Naylor's surveillance. “Of the
many cars that kept coming and going
down my road, most were driven by Jews,”
she writes in the book. When adeed abowr
that passage In 2 recent incervicw, she de-

MNaylor lves on 2 quiar sext in Brookhm
in 2 majesnc brownsone with an ingenor
fearuring inmicre woodwork 2nd tasteful
decnrarions thar attest to 2 sucoesshul liverary
career. She speaks sbout her sination calmiy,
occasiomlly kughing at her own predica-
mally thought was meneal illness *T would
obrserve myself” she explaine ] would Ec in
bed while the conversanions were going o,

and I'd sk Mayhe it & schizophrenzz®™

Like Girard, Naylor describes what she
calls “zreer thaara™ — mcdonts thet might
be dismiced by othas o coincidental, but
which Naylor bdicves were set up. She no-
vacation home. On an airplane, fellow pas-
seneers mimicked her every movement —
ke mimes on 2 street.

Vioices similar o those in Gimand's cse fol-
bowed — taumiing voices cursing her, elling
her she was stupid, thar she couldn’t write.

Explerive-laced language filled her head.

Naylor sought help from 2 psychistrist and
recerved a presaipoon for an antpsychotic
drug. Bar the madication filed to stop the
woices, she says, which only added to her
conviction that the harassment was real.

For zlmost four vears, Naylor says, the
voices prevented her from wrinng. In 2000,
she savs, around the ome she discoversd the
mind-control fornms, the voicss stopped
and the axvelline: opacd off It was then
thar she began wninng i996 = 3 “catharsis.”

Colleagues urged Naylor not to publish
ration. But she did publish, albeir with a
small publishing house. The book was gener-
ally ignored by critics but embeaced by Tle.

Mavlor is not the firss wriser o desaibe
such 3 personal descent. Evedyn Waugh, one
of the grear noveliss of the zoch century,
derails similar experiences in The Orndes!
in 1957, has ecrie similarities 1o Maylors.
Embarking on 2 recuperative cruise, Finfold
begins to hear voices on the ship thar he
belioves 2re part of a wireless sysem apable
of beoadcasting into his head: he beioves the
instigator recruited fellow to 2t
as upcnmﬂ and he describes “perfor-
mances” pur on by passcagers direcred ar
him yer meant wo Jook innocusous to others.

Wanch wrowe his book several years after
recovering from 2 simiker episode and realiz-
ing thar the voices and paranoiz were the
m&:nfdnﬁmdu:udhaﬂlmmm

Navloe who hasn't written 2 book since
1996, s pow back ar work on an hisoncl
novel she hopes will rerum her wo dhe Liter-
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ary mainstream. She remains convinced
thar she was rargered by mind control. The
many echoes of her ordeal she wex on the
mind-control forums reassure her she's not
crazy, she savs

Of course, some of the thing she s on
the fornm de srike her 2 crary “Bur who |
am o sy’ she savs “Mavhe I soond cravy
o somebody else.”

ME Tis, SUCH AS ED MOORE, A
EU“{“- MEDICAL DOCTOR, ke ai’gj"ﬂ%
more skepacal approach. He arindzes whar
he calls the “wacky claims™ of Tz wha
blame various government agencies or
groups of people without any proof. *1 have
yet o see 2 cheim of who & behind dhis dhet
b 2oy dars to suppor i be writes

Nonetheless, Moore sall believes the
voices in his head are the resule of mind con-
trol and thae the US. government is the
ot likely colpsie. Moore stared hearing
VOIS I 2005, just as he complered his med-
ical residency in anesthesiologys he was
pu]li:]g an all-nishrer snadving for board -
ams when he heard voices coming from a
ncarby house commenting on him, on his
abilitiss = 2 doctos. on his senity. A fise. be
thought be was simply overhearing conver-
sations through walls (much a5 Waugh's be-
tonal aker ego finst thoughd), but when no
one el mrk' hear the voices, he realized
they were in his head. Moore went
through a mraumenic rwo years, indudine

“Onc uics w convincee friends and
Femily dmt you are being dectronsclly
bareued with voices thet oaly you an
hear,™ he writss in 20 e-mail “You leamn
to ﬁﬁn;} doing that. They don't believe
""" u, and rhey become sad and con-

werned, and it amplifies your own de-
pression when you have voios scam-
ing 2t vou and your foends and Emily
g =t vou 25 2 helples, sidk, men-
tally nnhobsncad wreck ™

He savs he grew fnmstrated with and-
psychotic medications meant to stop
the voices, hach because the resrments
didn't work and because psychiacrists

showed no interest in whar the voioes

some other way o ¢

“In March of 2005, | sared looking up
support groups on the Inmmea,” be wroe
"My wife would cry when she would see
these sites, knowing [ sall beerd voloss, but 1
did noc kmow whar dse o do” In 2008, be
szvs. his wife, who had stood by him for

three years, filad for divorce.

Mooce, ke ocher Tle, it conriouse shous
sharing demils of his bfe. He worries shour
huhns: foolish m mends and oolleaenes —
bt hic s =ays thar rsk is ulimandy worthwhils
if e cam bring atsotion w the suc.

With his father's finencizl bdp, Moo &
pow studying for an decerical enginesring
decree at the University of Texas 21 San
Antonio, hoping to prove that V2K, the
technologr to send voices into people’s
heads, & real Being in school, amand other
people, helps him cope, he writes, bus dhe
voices continne m mnne him.

Recrnrdy, he mays, they mid hime “Well
never stop |messing] with yow”

A WEEK BEFORE THE Tis RALLY ON
THE NATIONAL MA!L, John Alexander,
one of the people whom Harken Girard
holds personally responsible for the voloss
in his head. 3 30 3 Chilis restsurant i Coys-
el Cary expliining over 2 Philly cheese steak
and fries why the United Seates needs mind-
control wezpons.

A former Green Boa who served i Vie-
mam, Aleanda went oo w 2 number of na-
wonzl socunty pobs, and rubbed shouldeas
with prominent militery snd pols .n..d leaders.
Loog known for eking 2n interet In omtic
weapons, his 1980 amde, “The }Z:.-. Menga!

b
[

Reovalch Glorla Mavior, seen bers in 1587, poblichad
a sami-arbbiographical book aboet mind costrol

Bardeficdd.” published in the Army journal
Military Review, s dited by sdf-desaribed vic-
tirms & proof of b complicity in mind con-
wol. Now setired from dhe government and

Iving in Las Vegas, Aleander continues o
a']'rr.:: the milizary: He is in the Washingion
area thar day for 20 oificial eeting,
Benearh 2 shock of whire hair iz the
mind of a self-sryled military chinker.
Alexander belongs o a particular ser of
Pentzson advisers who considear dhemsdves
defame imtdlecnmaks, foosing on big-picoure
Bsuss, Future threats and new capebilites.
Alevander’s caresr led him from work on
sticky foam that would stop 2n enemy in his
or her tracks to dalliances in paranormal

audies 2nd psychics, which he sl defends

s operasionally ueefil
In 2n eather phone cooversation, Alevan-

d:rsziddﬂxm&tl-}}cs.wimitmu‘e:;un
in bricfings ax the CIA, there was nover any
talk of "mind conool, or mind-alexing druss
or technologics. or anything like thar.”
Accoeding o Alewnder, the military and in-
telligence agencies were still scared by the
emcesses of MK-UTTRA, dhe infamous CIA
program that imvobved, in part, dipping 15D
0 unsuspecting viciims. “Unal recendy, amv-
thing thar smacked of [mind control] was ex-
memedy dengerons” becanse Consress would
smply tke the moncy zway, he sid.
Alexander acknowledged thar “there
were some abuses thar ook place,™ bur
2dded that, on the whole, *1 would arpuc
we threw the baby our with the beth warer”
Busz Seprember 1, 2001, drnged
the mood in Washingros, and some
in the national security community
are 202in expressing IngerssT in min
control, paroatrdy 2 younger geners-
oon of officals who werent 2roond
for MK-ULTRA. “Ir's ineeresting, dhar
it’s coming back,” Aleander observed.
While Alcander scoffs 2 the no-
tion that he is somchow part of an
elaborate plot to control people’s
minds, he acknowladees support for
keaming how o e2p info 2 porenial
encrmy's beain. He grves asan eample
the possible use of funcional mag-
nctic resonance imaging, or MR,
for lic detection. “Brain mapping”
with IMRI theortically could allow
interrogators to know when someone
is lying by warching for activity in
particular parts of the brin. For in-
tertogating terrorisis, IMRI could
come in handy, Alexander sugpess
Bur any conceivable use of the rechnique

would Gll fr shorr of the kand of mind-
reading Tls complain abour.

Alcander abo s inmigued by the possi-
bility of wing dectronic mans 1o modify
behavior. The dilemma of the war on

rm7 | BBt eiflegmir 33
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rerrorsm, be potes, s that i@ never ends. So
whar do you do with enemies, such =5 those
ar Guantanemo: keep them there forever?
Thar’s impracticsl. Behavior modification
could be an akiernarve, he says.

“Maybe [ can fix you, or decrronically
peuter you, 5o iTs safe o ndesse you into so-
Gicty, s0 you won't come back and kill me,”
Alecander arvs. It's only 2 matter of time be-
fore rechnology allows that scenzno o come
true, he contnuss. “We'ne now soming
where we can do that™ He paners for 2 mo-
ment to tzke 2 bire of his andwich. “Where
doss thet &1l in the ethics specoum® Thars 2
really rough question.”

When Alevsnder encounters 2 query he
dossn’t want o anewer, such 25 one about
the ethice of mind control, he s--nlﬁ and
raises his hands leved 1o his chest, 25 if bal-
ancing rwo imaginary weights. In one hand
is mind control and the sanctity of free
thought — 2ad in the other hand. 2 wd
h:ﬁm — 15 the war on fefrofsm.

But nooe of this has anything o do with
the Th. he savs. “Just because things are
secret, peopie end 1o exrapolate. Common
sense does not provail, and oven when you
point out huee kaps in logic that just cannoe
be true, they are nov disssded ™

WHAT IS IT THAT BRINGS SOMEONE
EVEMN AN INTELLIGENT PERSON, w ==
cribe the experience of hearine disembodied
VOICCS L0 SUVEITNDENE Weapons

In her book, Ahdwred, Harvard psychol-
oit Susan Clancy na.m.r:.zs:;ur_p that
b= soiking p.u“_-d_-, m the Tk people who
believe they've been Hdn;pl,tcd by aliens.
The smilarities are often un ncanny: Would-

be abducrees describe strange pains, and
fedings of being watched oc targeted. And
alihough the alleged sbducrees d-:n t gener-
ally have udxmn hellncnanons, 'I!hﬁ' do
snmerimes believe that dheir i‘bug,hu are
conmrolled by aliens, or that they've been
implanted with advanced rechnalogy.

{On the online formm, some Tls posted
vociferous objecrions ro the parallel,
concerned thar the public finds UFOs
even weirder than mind conwol. “It will
keep us 2l marginalized 2nd discredited.”
one griped.)

Clancy argucs dut the main resson peo-
ple belicve they've been zhducted by ahens is
thar it provides them with 2 coenpelling nar-
rarive W explsin their percepoion thar srange
things have happened o them, such = mards
on their bodies (marks othas would simply
dismies 25 brutsss), snmulaton o dﬁrsﬂlﬂl
organs (as the Tls describe) or feelings of
paranoiz. “Ir's not just an explanation for
your problems; ir's 2 source of meaning for
vour Efe,” Clancy says.

In the csc of Tk, mind-control weapons
are 2n axphmation for the voioes they haarin
their head. Socrates heard 2 voice and
thought &t was 2 demon; Joan of Arc Er..d
voicss from God. As one Tl noted in ar
c-mmit: “Each person underpoing this haress-

ment is booking for the m-_.lmnwr.trpﬂ:-b—
lem. Each person analyzss it dhwough his or
her own pamncular spectrum of beliefs. I
you are 2 scientific-minded person. then you
will probably anzlyze the snution from thar
perspecve and condude it mus be donc
wirth some kind of dectronic deviees. If you
are 2 religious person, you will sec it = 2

struggle berween the elemenss of whatever

religion you believe in. If you are maybe,
perhaps more eccentric, you may think that
it 15 alien in nomre.”

O, if you happen ro live in the United
States in the carly 215t century, you may
fear the growing power of the NSA, ClA
and FEI

Being 2 vicim of government survedllinee
i akn, 1’;&1]’.‘!’:- better then being inene In
Wangh's novdlla based on his own painful -
perience, when Pinfold concludes thar hid-
den ochnology & being usad o inhlrare his
beain, be “fedr nothing bur nﬁfud: in his
discovery.” Why? “He michr be
b mghe be ridusloos h::h:mmmn::ai

Ralph Hoffman, a profssor of psychiatry
at Yale who har emded suditory halhncina-
gons, regularly se=s people who bebieve the
voices are 2 part of government harsssmens

(ochers beliove they are God, dead relanives
or even a-girlfriends). Not 2l people who
hear voiaes are schizophrenic, be s1ys, nodng
thar people can hear voices episodically in
highly emotonal stares. Whar cacdy cases
these voices is snll unknown, bur one thing
s cermzin: People who think the vosces are
caused by some Fr:mal turu: are rarely dis-
suaded from their dehusi '-r_ : ]‘u: saye

experiences thar arc 50 compdlin
thar ordinary relity seems bland. 2

Perhaps because the experience is 50
vivid, he savs. even some of those who im-
prove through mearment merdly docide the
medical regimen somehow hdped protect
their bezin from government weapoos.

Soor Temple, 2 profesor of psychiaery 2
Penn Seare University who has been imvolved

in two recent smdies of zudiory hallacina-




JOHN ALEXANDER IS INTRIGUED -
BY THE POSSIBILITY OF USING ELECTRONIC §
MEANS TO MODIFY BEHAVIOR.

tons, potes thar thoss who suffer such halln-
cinations frequenty lack insight into their il
ness. Fven 2mong those who do underand
they 2re sick, “that awareness comes and
goes,” he says. “People feel overwhdmed.
2nd the ddusions] interpres2tions reum.”

BACK AT THE PHILADELPHIA TRAIN
STATION, Girard stems more zgitased. In 2
m::tingdr'nﬁ&bdbn:.h:ﬁ'hanﬂkﬁ"lui
spoken to him only briclly — they werent in
the right position w ateack him, Girard sur-
mises, hased on the kack of voices. Today, his
subject m the nax: vicims of radurnon -
periments, his hatred of George HW. Bush,
ME-ULTRA. his personal experioness.

Asked sbout his srudics at Pean, he
rqﬂ.iah}-mﬂting:bmuhiipmﬂmsﬁm
reading: “T told vou, everything [ write they
dicraze to me,” he says, referring again o the
vosoes. “When [ read, they're peading o me.
My ¢yes go across; theyse moving my oyes
down the line. They'rs reading it to me.
When I dosc the book, I can't remember 2
thing I rad. Thar's why they doi.”

The week before, Girand had pointed
only one person who appeared suspicious ©
him — a young African Amernican man
reading 2 books this time, however, he bears
stanion s aawiing with agents.

“Ler's change our bocation,” Girard says af-
ter 2 while. “T'm sure they have 50 or 50 peo-
ple in here today 1 escaped thar survallance
Lasy time — they wont ler thar happen again ™

Asked 0 explain the connection berween
vania, which Girard allegss is involved in the
conspiracy, he begins w0 wlk sbout defense
contractors locared near the Philadelphia
campus: “General Electric was right ner o
Syscerns oceupis a buge buikding right ove
there. From that building. you could see
into the studio where [ was doing my work
most of the tme. | asked somebody what
they wese doing there. You know; it had
do with compurers. GE Space Systems.
They wese supposed m be tracking missile
debeis from this locanon . . . pardon me.

What was your question asain®”

Yet muany parms of Girand's [ife seem to re-
flect that of zny affluent 70-vear-old bache-
bor. He travels frequendy o France for ex-
tended vacations and tzkes part in French
culrurs] acriviges in Philadelphin He has sx
up 2 rmave scholarship at the Cleveland In-
srinmr of Ar in the name of his ke mothes,
who amended school there (he changed his
last name 27 vears 2go for “personal rea-
soms”), and be travels o mect the stadents
who beneft from the fund And while the
bulk of his time is spent on his research and
writing sbour mind control, he has ather
inrerests. He follows politics and describes
outings with friends znd family members
with whom he dossa’t rzIk sbour mind con-
wrol, knowing they would view it skepacally.

Girard acknowledses thar some of his =
pericncss mirror symproms of schizophreniz,
bur zsked & he ever wormied dut the voices
might in G be caued by mental illness, be
amswers sharply with onc word: “No.”

How. then, docs he know the voices
are real?

“How do you know you know any-
thing®” Girard replics. “How do you kmow 1
exier* How do you know this &at a dram
you're having, from which youll wake up in
2 fow minutss® | suppose thar analogy is the
closest thing: You know when you have 2
dream. Sometimes it could be perfectly
Icid, ber you know its 2 dream.”

The very “realness” of the voices is the
issue — how do you disbelieve something
you perceive as real? Thar's preciecly what
Hoffman, the Yale psychiatrist, points
onr: So lucid are the voices that the
sufferers — regardless of their educztional
level or self-awareness — arc unzble o
see them as anything but reel. “One thing
1 can assure you,” Hoffman says. “is thar
for them. it feels el ™

IT LOOKS ALMOST LIKE ANY OTHER
SMALL POLITICAL RALLY IN WASHING-
TOMN. Posters adom the gate on the south-
wes ade of the Capitol Reflecing Pool, =
arendes set up a ehle with pros materizks,
while volunteers test 2 loudspaker and sex
our cookers flled wich boaled water The sin

i our, the weather is perfecs, and an edectc
enllection of people from acoss dhe country
has gathered to protesr mind conwol.

These is not 2 tnfodl har o be seen. Only
the posters and i hirr at the un-
szl “Stop USA dectronic harassment,”
urges one poster. ~Directed Energy As-
saults.” reads another. Smaller signs in the
shape of rombstones say, “RIP MKUL-
TRA." The mxin display, ser in frone of the
spesker’s lectern has 2 more exended mes-
sage: “HELP STOP HI-TECH ASSAULT PSY-
CHOTRONIC TORTURE.”

About 35 Tls show up for the June =iy,
in addition to 2 few friends and family
members. Speskers alemate berween ging
personal restimonials and descriptions of
research into mind-control rechnology.
Most of the gawkers 2t the wlly are forgen
touriere. A fow hedkders snicker ar the sigms,
hur mosdy people are either confusad of
indifferent. The aroidks on mind control at
the mhlc — from mainaTeam news mag-
zines — go untouched.

*How can you expect people to ger
worked up mﬂd'usfd:n doet care shoor
cavesdropping or eminent domain®” one
man challenges after stopping o flip
through the livratuse. Mary Ann Smnon.
who i manning the tble, merely shrugs and
smiles sadhy. There & no answer: Evaryone a
the rally acknowdedges it is an uphill barle.

In general, the oudook for Tls is noc
good: many lose ther jobs, housss and family
Depression is common. But for many ax dhe
rally, experiending the communiry of mind-
conerol vicrims scems 0 help. One TL a mzn
who had bemn 2 rescue swimmer in the Goest
Guard before voices in his head set lim on 2
downward spiral, expressed the solace he
found fellow Tls in 2 loog ¢-mail w
another T1: T think thar the only people thar
can belp are peogle ging drough the same
thing. Everyone dse will not believe you, or
they are possibly imvolved”
him enough. In August 2006, he would

Bur ar least for the day, the mally s boost-
ing T1 spirits. Girard, in whar for him s an
ebullicnt mood, takes the microphone. A
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small crowd of toursts gathas ar the side-
lines, listening with casusl intorest. Wih the
Capizol looming bohind him, be reache die
crescendo of his speech, rallying the summdes
o remember 2n important thing They are
part of 2 snch community.

Tve heard it wid, “We can't ger anvwhees
berzse ovoryones sory = differens” We are
2ll the same,” Girard boome. “You knew
someone with the powsr ™ commit you m
the dectronic concenimtion cump sysem.”

Several weeks 2fier the mlly, Girard shows
up for 2 meeting with 2 reporter at the sardy
Mayfloswer Hotel in Wishingron, whar he
hzsmtd&aqa.mt}vmw&xmudﬁmh:
has oraveled o the capeeal to barde mind con-
wol. He walks in with 2 s cisererie, which he
apologetiaally purs our after 2 hoeel employee
tells him smoking isat allowed anymose. He
15 half 2 bmar Ei.t.:—d:f.l:md..l'ltm'!,bri
meeting on Capitol Hill Weaaring 2 mono-
grammed dress shirt and de, he looks, as
ahways, serious and professionsl.

Girard declines to mention whom on
Capieol Hill he'd met with, ocher den wsay
it was a congressional staffer Emberrassment
& likdly 2 facor: Girsrd readily acknowdedaes
that most people he meers with, rangine from

scholars to politicians, ignore his entreanies or
dismiss him 5 2 lunatic.

Lasedy, his focuss is on his Web siee, which
he socs as the ailmination of neady 2 quaner-
cenury of research. When complersd. it will
wontn more than 300 peses of documnenss.
What nox Maybe hell move o France (thers
are vicums there, wo), or maybe the US.
government will faally just Ioll him, he says.

Meanwhile. he & 2lways scarching for zb-
solute proof that the government has deonded
the beain. His biest interest & Lifcl o, 2 pro-
Joct once funded by the Pentegon that he rad
abour in Wired News. The artide deseribed 1t
this way: “The embryonic Lifel.og program
would dump -v:rr&urg an indmiduzl does
inw 2 giam daahas cvery e-mail sent of pe-
ceived. overy pu-:ru:rnkm.ntrv'iﬁhp@:
Sut&i.ﬁﬂ}-phm:uﬂnni:.nmn&m
watched, every nogarne rad. All of dthis —
and more — would combine with inform:s-
oon ghaned from 2 vasiery of sources 2 GPS
manuminer tw keep abs on where that peson
won, andienis:] sensors 10 caprure whar he
or she srs or =y, and biomedical monitos
o keep mack of the individual’s healdh ™

Girard s thar the povernment, using
similar technolosy: has “cnloeyed™ his life over
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the past two years — every sight and sound
(Evelyn Wiaugh, in his mind-control book.
writes abour his characrer’s similar for that his
harassers were creacing a file of his encise BR).

Girard thinks the government can conrol
his movemnenes, i.njﬂ:dw.tghuinm his head,
cause him pain day and niche. He helieves
that he will dic 2 vicam of mind conorol.

ks there 20y rexton for opamism?

Girard hesitates, then asks a rherorical

‘Tﬂ'ﬂ. despite all this, why am I the same
Fcr_r.nn_‘il.'h}:mll-{a:hnl_-imd?

For all his anguish, be it the result of
mmul:ﬂncsn:.:s(‘:tu‘dmnmﬁs.p:nﬂn
ment mind conrrol, the voices haven
exnzged o conquer the thing thar makes
him who he is: Call it his conscouenees his
inteflect o, perhaps, his soul.

“Thar’s what they doat yot have,” be o=
Afier 22 years, T sgill e a

h“ﬂmnamm
and srthor of kmagioary Weapons: 4
Joarzey Throegh the Pesiasoa's Scieatific
Underworkd, She will be falding questions and
comments sbout thiz arficls Teseday af
wirshinztonpost com Treonline.
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